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Vision

JANANEETHI aims at enabling individuals and
societies become aware of their inherent human
rights and civil liberties to stand for justice as well
as live in dignity and freedom.

Mission

As a secular collective of human rights defenders
JANANEETHI strives to defend life, dignity, liberty and
other fundamental rights of all, using law and the
legal system as therapeutic agents in partnership
with eminent jurists, retired judges, lawyers,
academics, writers, thinkers, artists, social workers
and cultural activists.
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• Psycho-legal counselling

• Legal aid and consultancy

• Clinical legal education

• Negotiated settlement of disputes

• Helpline to victims of violence, injustice, corruption and sexual abuse

• Training of para-legal activists and service providers

• Facts-finding investigations and reports

• Sensitization seminars and workshops on gender, child rights, right to
information etc

Gender
Justice

Secularism
&

Diversity

Our core values:
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Operational areas

Jananeethi has a national jurisdiction, however it has been focusing its activities
in the State of Kerala. Online services are rendered to Malayalee population outside
the State through emails and video conferencing. Jananeethi has taken up training
programmes in all grama panchayats and block panchayats of Thrissur district.
State-wide campaigns were also undertaken against dowry system and unethical
clinical drug trials.

Beneficiaries of Jananeethi services

Our legal aid and consultancy services are offered to all irrespective of class, caste
or creed differences. Nevertheless, our approach is victim-centred. We give special
care and priority to women, children, elderly and members of the weak, vulnerable
and marginalized communities. Being a Service Provider, we attend complaints of
domestic / sexual violence, abuse or exploitation and take / provide appropriate
course of action. The abuse or ill treatment of the elderly and the deprivation of
their human rights and livelihood are also a priority concern.

Accreditation

Jananeethi is accredited with the Department of Social Justice, Government of
Kerala and State Legal Services Authority. The district administration has
recommended Jananeethi to several public sector undertakings and institutions
to represent the voluntary sector / organizations in the district.

The 3-fold approach

Jananeethi from its beginning has
adopted a 3-fold approach to issues:
(i) Legal experts and analysts of the
organization examine the matter on
merit, legally and ethically, resolve the
issues in due process with the
cooperation and participation of all
concerned. This process was later
developed into mediation and
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arbitration for the amicable settlement of disputes. (ii) We started filing Public
Interest Litigation in the High Court seeking appropriate judicial directions /
interventions in matters of common cause and of greater public interest. (iii)
Over and above of all, Jananeethi started massive awareness building
programmes with the help of ICDS network, Panchayat Raj Institutions,
Community-based organizations and Government Departments from 1994. This
was to inform and sensitise the community / the stakeholders / the beneficiaries
for an effective social change and a sustainable success rate.

A Brief history

In 1991 Jananeethi was initiated by its Executive Director, Advocate George
Pulikuthiyil as a service centre for people to have access to justice, no matter
whether they were rich or poor, politically powerful or socially marginalized. It
was registered as a Charity under the Charitable Societies Act in 1992 and grew
as a movement involving many eminent people who had profound service
records as jurists, social scientists, academia, thinkers, writers, human rights
defenders and social critics.

Jananeethi is almost a quarter of a century old now. Among the many
achievements of Jananeethi during the last 24 years, the most spectacular one
is its psycho-legal therapeutic services to bring about better social harmony
and through greater engagement of the civil society. Jananeethi uses law and
the legal system as therapeutic agents. Justice is the end point. This is a right
based, victim-centered
approach for the total
healing of the physical,
p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,
emotional, social and
legal injuries inflicted on
them.

In 1995 it started
addressing the concerns
of rural women,
particularly women of
low-income families and
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marginalized communities, who often are silent sufferers of widespread
discriminations, sexual atrocities, domestic violence, etc. A special team of
lawyers along with para-legal activists and social workers were given proper
direction and training to effectively address
the issues of women and girl children who
were targets of violence at home and in
society.

From 1993, Jananeethi has been regularly
publishing a monthly journal, and has
published several books and handouts
relating to the protection and promotion
of human rights. The monthly publication in vernacular language has influenced
the thinking process of many people.

Major achievements

1 Jananeethi started its journey with the Public Interest Litigations in the
High Court of Kerala. The first PIL filed by Jananeethi was in the case of
the custodial murder of Gopi at Chertalai police station in October 1988.
The dead body of Gopi was preserved in formalin by Gopi’s bereaving
parents for ten years until the Honourable High Court passed final order
in 1998 confirming the death of Gopi in custody. The case was unique as
the corporal remains of Gopi were guarded by the elderly parents in the
hope of ultimate justice. The case of Gopi caught public attention in
national and international media.

2 The second PIL Jananeethi filed in the High Court was to challenge the
move of H&Z International, a Shillong based recruitment agency that
was in the process of selecting 75000 young ladies 18 to 19 years of age
reportedly for sex tourism to/in Thailand. 45000 girls from Kerala and
30000 from the North-East of India were being interviewed for the
purpose. Jananeethi filed a writ petition holding Union and State
Governments as respondents along with H&Z International. The High
Court stayed the recruitment by its interim order in 1995 which was
later made absolute.

3 Οne day M S Joseph and his neighbours had a dispute on the right to a
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road across his property. The opposite parties were from one particular
community. The following day early morning while Joseph was going to
the milk society on his cycle, a gang of 15-20 people attacked him. In a
desperate attempt to save himself, he stabbed the attackers three of whom
were later declared dead. Joseph was sentenced to death by the trial court,
and it was confirmed by the High Court. Joseph wrote to Jananeethi for
help. It was clear from the circumstances that he never had intended to
kill anyone. He was not implicated in any criminal act previously. The case
was presented in the court as an instance of communal violence which it
was not. Jananeethi took up this case in the Supreme Court and the death
penalty was reduced to life imprisonment.

4 Most of the special study reports of Jananeethi were spectacular and
authentic documents that were duly recognized by references in the
Parliament, the Supreme Court, the Kerala Legislative Assembly and the
Kerala High Court. Reports on the  Perils of Coco Cola at Plachimada, the
Eco-Terrorism in Vagamon , the Devastating Train Accident at Kadalundi,
the Dowry System in Kerala, the Tsunami and After on the Kerala Coast,
the Nita Gelatin India Limited at Kathikudam, Kerala are some of the
significant studies by Jananeethi.

5 Jananeethi over the years has trained and made legally literate more than
300,000 women from low-income families. 100-120 training sessions were
conducted in a year each of which had 100-150 participants. Empowered
by a basic knowledge of law and other capacity building programmes, these
women have
started asserting
their rights and
dignities in their
family and working
environments. This
has helped a
s u b s t a n t i a l
progress in the
quality of these
women’s lives in
general.
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6 Through people’s participation Jananeethi has settled and resolved more
than 2000 disputes that resulted in saving substantial time and resources
of the court as well as the concerned parties. Further it has advanced
the democratization of justice administration promoting culture of
dialogue and reconciliation. This has great significance in Indian contexts.

7 Jananeethi could successfully mediate and resolve amicably a family
property dispute that existed for more than 40 years in various courts
without progress. Victims of sexual violence and abuse often find
Jananeethi a great solace. Since many of them may not be able to prove
their claims with evidence in a trial court, the credibility and social image
of Jananeethi has been able to bring the concerned parties to settlement
deals.

8 The image of Jananeethi as a leading human rights NGO and Civil Society
Organization has been acknowledged and valued by several international
universities and national law schools. As a result, these institutions have
repeatedly sent their students to Jananeethi for practical training as part
of their academic requirements. On an average 20-30 students from at
least 10 major institutions/universities both in India and abroad are given
training and field exposure at Jananeethi in a year.

9 Therapeutic Jurisprudence, justice that heals, as developed in Jananeethi
over the years has been appreciated by international organisations and
journals. The Executive Director was requested by the international
journal on “Therapeutic Jurisprudence” to write a Guest Column that
focused on how law has been used by Jananeethi as therapeutic agent.
Denmark based RCT sent senior psychologist Dr. Ms Inger Agger to study
services rendered by Jananeethi for therapeutic justice and to submit a
detailed report to RCT.

Specific contributions of Jananeethi

1 Jananeethi is the ONLY voluntary organization in Kerala providing quality
legal services by professionals FREE of costs to deserving persons and
communities.

2 In 1992 Jananeethi introduced for the FIRST time in Kerala a new CULTURE
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OF DIALOGUE for reconciliation and peace building through assisted
negotiation for settlement of disputes out of courts. After a decade, Indian
judiciary formally accepted this as ADR and the Supreme Court of India
initiated the institution of Mediation Centres at selected cities/towns in
the country.

3 The State Legal Authority took the FIRST LITIGATION-FREE VILLAGE in India
CREATED BY JANANEETHI in 2000 at Thichoor in Varavoor Panchayat in the
district of Thrissur as a model, and asked district judges in Kerala to replicate
JANANEETHI MODEL OF LITIGATION-FREE ZONES.

4 HEALING JUSTICE is another contribution of Jananeethi. Over two decades
of its effective psycho-legal and social interventions, Jananeethi had proved
participatory approach in justice administration was possible.  As a   major
step towards the Democratization of Justice, Healing Justice is achieved
when bleeding memories are healed not by legal process alone, but by an
integrated approach that ensures full participation and cooperation of all
concerned.

5 Jananeethi introduced CLINICAL LEGAL EDUCATION as a successful model
for empowerment and focused on LEGALLY LITERATE zones by conducting
legal literacy sessions in rural areas. Empowerment and Self-reliance are
realized when men and women, young and old articulate their legal and
human rights, while they are aware of / serious about their duties as
responsible citizens of the country.

6 Every year Jananeethi reaches out to more than 200,000 visitors to the
International Pooram Exhibition with strong messages against GENDER-
BASED VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL ABUSE.

7 Jananeethi adopted a strategy of CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENTS to put
an end to unethical clinical drug trials in Kerala. Accordingly Jananeethi
appraised and alerted the Union and the State Governments, the judiciary,
the legislators, the medical and para-medical institutions, and all the other
stakeholders including the general public on the illegal and unethical clinical
practices of drug trials on human participants.
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Our Roadmap

1 Sustain the core activity of providing legal aid, mediation and conflict
resolution, psycho-legal counselling services including helpline support
to women, children and elderly in distress.

2 Function as a resource centre for researchers and activists of democracy,
environment, livelihood, civil rights, gender, diversity and secularism.

3 Establish and maintain a training centre for para-legal volunteers, social
work students, geriatric health workers, social activists, service providers
and law students with residential facilities for 40-50 persons at a time.

4 A day care centre for the elderly.

5 A short stay home for women and adolescent youth in crisis and victims
of violence

6 Reclaim the vantage position as an operational hub for human rights
defenders, environmental activists and change makers.

Why to support Jananeethi?

Jananeethi tries to address injustice, corruption and violence meted out to
the weak and vulnerable sections of the society. Invariably the services are
given free of costs and hence there is no income for Jananeethi. The financial
crisis in the developed countries and the changed policies of the political
administration in our country threaten the very existence of rights-based
NGOs and CSOs. In this context, the only source of support and solace is the
CSR funding.

Monthly minimum requirement of funds for its core functioning

There is immense scope for extension and enhancement of Jananeethi
services to larger areas and communities. But to keep its services to the bare
minimum, we need a monthly requirement of Rs 175,000/- The split up details
are given in the table shown below.
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Administration

Jananeethi, Regd. No. 193/1992 Tcr, is entitled for benefits under section 12 A and 80 G of Income
Tax Act 1961 and is registered under section 6(1) (a) of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act,

1976 (FCRA Reg. No. 052900324)

Advisory Board

Dr. N.R. Madhava Menon - Chairman
Dr. K.N. Panikkar
Prof. K.G. Sankara Pillai
Smt. Aruna Roy
Adv. Kaleeswaram Raj
Prof. Sara Joseph
Shri. B.R.P. Bhaskar
Dr. Karine Bates

Board of Directors

Prof. N.N. Gokuldas – Chairman
Dr. George Mathen – Vice
Chairman
Adv. Faritha Ansari – Secretary
Prof. Binu Poornamodan – Jt.
Secretary
Prof. Kusumam Joseph – Trea-
surer
Fr. John Kavalakkatt
Dr. Francis Xavier
Shri. V.K. Sharaffuddin
Sri. K. Rajagopal

Director, International Affairs
Dr. Gopakumar Thampi

Executive  Director
Adv. George Pulikuthiyil

Executive Committee
Adv. George Pulikuthiyil
Shri. R. Vijayarajan
Fr. Johnson Ainikal
Shri. Ajayakumar Melveettil
Shri. M.N. Suresh Babu
Adv. P. Sunilkumar
Ms. E. Jayasree
Ms. Beena George
Ms. K. Radhamani

JANANEETHI P.B. No.8, Mannuthy P.O. Thrissur – 680651, Kerala, India.  Ph: 0487-2373479  Fax: 0487-2373281
E-mail :jananeethi@jananeethi.org  Web: www.jananeethi.org
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1 Law Officer 1 25000x1 Rs. 25000.00

2 Clinical Psychologist 1 25000x1 Rs. 25000.00

3 Program Coordinator 1 20000x1 Rs. 20000.00

4 Field Officers 2 20000x2 Rs. 40000.00

5 Accounts Manager 1 25000x1 Rs. 25000.00

6 Administrative Assistant 1 15000x1 Rs. 15000.00

Telephones + Electricity 6000.00 Rs. 6000.00

Hire charges Rs. 10000.00

Travel expenses Rs. 9000.00

Total Rs. 175000.00

What does Jananeethi offer to / promise  the donors?

Audited Annual Statement of income and expenses will be submitted to our donors
and promoters for verification. Further, we gladly offer to comply with:-

(i) Acknowledgement of our donors on all our print materials like notices,
brochures, book-lets, posters, annual reports etc

(ii) Official representatives/chief executives of the donor agencies will be
given special invitation to all our public programmes.

(iii) 10% of seats of all our training programmes will be reserved for the
nominees of our donor agencies.



Organization : JANANEETHI

Date & year of Registration : May 13, 1992

Legal Status of the organization : Registered under Travancore-Cochin Literary,
Scientific and Charitable Societies Act, 1955

Registration Number : 193/1992 Tcr.

Chief Functionary : Adv. Fr. George Pulikuthiyil, Executive Director

Address of the organization : Jananeethi Campus, Mannuthy Post,
Thrissur-680651, Kerala, India.
Tel: 0487-2373479 / 2373281 / 9447027338
Email: jananeethi@jananeethi.org /

  pulikuthiyil@gmail.com
Web site: www.jananeethi.org

Management of the organization : Board of Directors elected by General Assembly

Public recognition/accreditation : 1) Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India

2) State Legal Services Authority

3) State Department of Social Justice

National / International Alliances: i.  National Human Rights Commission
ii. National Campaign for Right to Information
iii. India Against Corruption
iv. People’s Union for Civil Liberties
v. Amnesty International
vi. International Organization Against Torture
vii. Human Rights Watch
viii. May 18 Memorial Foundation

 ORGANISATIONAL
MANDATE OF JANANEETHI
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